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At St, James's S, Ke. 


rel 21, . 


The Kin hall rejoice in thy 8 
0 Lord 2 * Gall ve be © 
thy Salvation E] 


Hen the Miniſter of the 8 f 

Candace was returning from Te 

ruſalen, and by a Divine Diſpo- 
ſition, had St. Philip's Aſſiſtance 

in the ee ing of the Prophecy of Iſai · 

ah, his firſt Queſtian was, 0 2 & 

whom ſpecketh the Prophet this, * 


of luna er ef ſome other Man ? The fame En- 
quiry may be made, concerning the Words 


I have now tead, Are they an Expreſſion of 


the Plalmiſt's Gratitude to God? Are they an 
Iaſtruction 3 art * 
88 | ion 


oy 


5 | of che _ ? The firſt is 3 
to the devout Tempe of David's Mind, and 


Bf ſuitablg” toy, his}PafernaF” Affection for his 
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905 him a long Life, even for ever and ever: 
| 0 


to Devid, or any other Son or Succeſſor of 
his, ſave oniy to him, who i 1s alſo the Son of 


 exemplaty Acknowledgment of the manifold 
Miercies of God, his Inſtruction to Solomon, 
and His pious Joy at the Miſſion of a Saviour ; 


ration of it had upon David's Heart; and 
theſe Two, together wich: ſuch Inferences as 


| Diſcourſe. - 


—_ Britol's TI . 


— 


the ordinary PraQiſe of his Life; the ſecond 


Sen; and the laſt ig geceſſary, to Jyſtifie”t the 
Extent of the Ae made at the 


4th Verſe, He ad Life of thee, and thou ga- 
rds, that cannot properly. belong geither 
G0 8 | ee nes 


The Text then, underſtood in this compre- 
henſive Senſe, contains David's patherical and 


— 
—ů 


all which he aſcribes to the Strength and Sal- 
vation of the Lord, Which is the Subject, as 
Joy and Gladneſs is the Efecs; "the Confide- 


:ariſe from chem, will make-the Subject of this 


45 
AS 
. 
St 
1a 


Firſt then, the: Wen ad Satvatiba's of 
God is the Subject of the Pfalmiſt's 'Medita 
tion. Tis not properly the Almighty Powe 
of God Dauid here conſiders; but the Com. 
munications of the Divine AGiſtance that hac 
been vouchſaf'd to himſelf, eſpecially in hi: 


en and Regal Station. T here: can by © 
2 | 0 1 
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favourable Influence of Providence upon him, 
during the Courſe of his private Life: Fer he 
frequently abounds! in deyout Acknowledg- 
ments of it; gratefully aſcribing to God his 
very:Being,. bis Strength, and all the Faculties 
and Endow ments both of his Mind and Body; 
his Preſervation from his Youth up; his Deli- 
verance from the Paw of the Bear and the Li. 
on; and from the many other Dangers and 
Diſtreſſes; be was expos d to. He magnifies 
the providential Diſpoſition by which he was 
brought to great Honour; the Honour of be- 
ing a Saviour and Deliverer to his Native 
Country; and thence by Degrees its King 
—A A A 
they are the Theme of his Meditations in o- 
ther Places, ſeem not to be ſo in this. Tis 
che King that rejoices here in my Text; and, 
as:'the following Verſes of this Pſalm make 
Proof, tis for Mercies and Bleſſings, for 
Strength and Salvation, vouchſafed to him as 
Aach; that is, he rejoices that God enabled 
wn e him by his Grace duly to execute his Kingly 
powell They that look only on the outſide of  Roy- 
Com alex, the Splendor, of Courts, the Obſequiouſ 
4c had neſs of Service, che Extent of Authority, and 
all that Magnificence that the Queen of, 19 7 


In hi! 1 3 
an b * in Solomon, might be apt to think, 


0 


ces as 
of this 


[ 


"Wa. 


HH Princes Thould: rather be x 0 wh 
an Opinion of Self ·Sufficieney, than ſenſible of 
the Need of adventitious Strongth and Salvati- 
on. But Experience taught Dævid otherwile | 
by wearing a Crown he felt its Weight, at 
by exercifing Power found the great Difficulty | 

of i it, and the Neceffity- of Afiftance from 
Heaven, to furniſh- him with Directions for 
the Government of his own Life, with Di- 
cernment in the Choice of his Servants,- with ei 
Wiſdom in his Counſels, Prudence in the Zan 
Conduct, and Succels 1 in che Event of his En» 
| ter e at 
e Was too wal FF in Domme Nature a Ir 

| _ well as Divinity, to be igno+ if 
Jer. 10.23 : rant, That it is not in Man that | 
mulleth to direct 2 Steps. He could not but 
know, that his Exemption from any earthly the 
Coercion, by leaving him ſo much in the he 
Counſel of his own Will, expos'd him to the C 
Danger of being led into Error and Miſtakes, 1 
and confirm'd in them by Flattery. He was Ta 
ſenſible, that God had calb'd him to Honour, Pr 
to the end that he, by the Example of his Fer. 
Jonal Piety, Juſtice, and univerſal Integrity, * 
ſhoy'd do Honour to God; and that he could i 
Not better ſtrengthen the juſt Authority of his 
Government, than by his own regular Obedi- 


enice to the 48 of the ein ff Monarch 8 
of ha 9 5 1 
(Aut 1 ; e. n e | T7 . 111 1413945 l | a 


the Choice ot 


- He found alſo in reſpect of 
lis Miniſters and Servants, that the Neceſſi - 
ties of Government requir'd a derivative 
Communication of Power from the Head to 
the Minifterial Part, and that the Happineſs 
of it conſiſted very much in the ſuitable A- 
bilities and Oualifications of thoſe that were 
to be entruſted. He was therefore to ſeek. 
Men for Places, Men that fear'd God and 
eſchew'd Evil, that made it the great End: 
Sand Aim of all their Service, to promote the 
Glory of God, the Honour of their Prince, 
+ Rand the common Good of their Couatrey, 
preferably to their own private Intereſts and 
» Advantages: Men, whoſe Endowment and 
' Education, whoſe Experience and acquir d 
t Abilities, enabled them to ſerve well, and 
y Swhoſe: Fidelity to God was a ſure Pledge of 

heir Paithfulneſs co their Prince. This 
the Choice he could not but obſerve to be of all | 

bs, other the moſt difficult Part of the Regal 

Was Task, and Succeſs in it the moſt evident 

„ Proof of Aſſiſtance from above. For without 
er- that, it ſurpaſſes the Power of human Wil- 
ity, dom, to diſtinguiſh between the Good and 
1d Evil that is in Mens Pretenſions. He that 
Mearcherh the Heart, can only know with 
+ Certainty what is in it, and whether the 
hECandidate for Employment be a Haſþai or 
an Achitophe/. To this End therefore David 
f 12 needed Strength from God, as alſo in order 
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to diſtinguiſh between the good and bad Per- 
formances of thoſe he had choſen; between 
juſt Compliance and ſordid Flattery; be- 


tween Zeal and Preſumption; between Stea- 


dineſs and Obſtinacy; between feign'd Pre- 


tences and real Services; in all which Caſes, Y 
Miſtakes are dangerous, and. Diſcernment dif- 


cult. J CEC 4-4 4 l U EIS £313 
It would be: endleſs to enlarge upon the ſe- 
veral Branches of the Regal Office; in all and 
each of which, it was obvious to Holy Da- 


vid, that He only by whom Kings reign, can 


* 
7 
1 


enable them to rule well; can inſpire them 


with Principles of Juſtice, ſupply them with 
Rules of Prudence, temper their Minds with 8 
proportionate Degrees of Clemency and 8e- 


* 


verity, ſubdue their Paſſions under the Domi- f. 


nion of Reaſon, direct their Reſolves, ank 
proſper their Undertakings. On the other 
Hand, tis He only can encline the Hearts of 
thoſe that are to be govern'd, to ſuch an aw-, 
ful Reverence and Reſpe& to their Superi- | 
ors, ſuch a due and uniform Obedience to 
their Commands, as ſhall render the Scepter 


rather an Ornament of Royalty, than an 
Enſign of Power; make it light in the Hands 
of the Prince, and the Weight of it unfelt 
upon themſelves. Or when that Reſpect and 
Duty: is impair'd, and Men are running 


blindly upon their Ruin, he only, who ſtil- 
{th the raging of the Sea; can reſtrain the 
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ot | Madneſs of the People, and out ofo the: digte 
M i eſt Ferment of Diſtractions produce an har- 
ih monious Order. Nay, even when: Govern- 
0 ment is peaceably ſettled, his providential 
es Care is neceſſary to preſerve thoſe: eſtabliſh- 
. ed Felicities, that Men naturally, when left 
to themſelves, are not more delirous to en- 
„ Joy, than n to fruſtrate and bereave . 
ſelves of. 
And as in all theſe Caſes, he alt Ranch 
from Heaven to enable him to be a Worker 
ogether with God, whoſe Vicegerent he was, 
"?: Mo promote his Glory, maintain his own Ho- 
” WMour, and provide for the Happinęſs of his 
| py, ſo in a ſpecial Manner did he ſtand 
in need of the Salvation of God, to preſerve 
+ Wim againſt the ill Effects of thoſe manifold 
Dangers that environ'd him on all fides, and 
| 3 t too ordinarily attend a Crown. The 
Penſe of all which he pathetically expreſſes in 
Am 94. 17. If the Lord had not helped me: © 
i had not failed, but my Soul had been ae to Si- 
Wexce. 
And therefore from thence it follows in obs - 
d Place, that David being under ſo great a 
Toavidtion. of the need he had of Strength - 
Ind Salvation from God, could not but, ac- 
ording to his Profeſſion in the Text, rejoice 
Ind be exceeding glad under the daily Expe- 


jences of che Diyine Aſſiſtance. And of this 
B | he 


* 101411 


ak 


12 The Bifbop of Briftol's ? 
he has given ſuch ample Teſtimonies in the 
ſacred Writings of his Compoſure, that {carcs 
an Action or Circumſtance of his Life has 
c cap'd his Remark, or fail'd of being 'regi- 
|  fter'd as an Inſtance of his Joy in the Lord. 
His Proſperity or Adverſity; his Health or 
Sickneſs; his perſonal Afflictions or the pub» - 
lick Calamities; the Obedience or Rebellion 
ol his Subjects; the Faithfulneſs or Falſhood iſ 
of his Servants ; his Victories or Diſappoint - 
i ments; the Approbation of his Piety, or the? 
| - Pardon of his Sins; in all theſe Caſes, or 
| | Whatever elſe happen'd to him, 3 : 
] the gracious Hand of God, and rejoie'd in it; 
N and that Joy flow*d out, not only in the ver- 
; bal Retributions of ' Praiſe and Thankſgi- 
ving, but in an unwearied Zeal to render 
| unto the Lord all the real Returns that Hu- 
| - qmanity could be capable of; the Sacrifice of 
| a broken Heart and contrite Spirit for his 
Offences, the Incenſe of Holy Prayers, the 
_ . Influence of his good Example, and a ſingu - 
lar Care for the Temporal Felicity of the 


Y F . . _ : or ? 
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and ruled them prudently wit 


17 
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bis Pane. Mi nope int | 
But above all, his great Endeavours to 
promote the Glory of God are the beſt Proof oi 
bi Gratitude to him. Herein he is à molt illu 
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ſtrious, an almoſt inimitable Pattern of religi- 
dus Zeal. View the Exceſs of his Joy, but 
view it with more impartial Eyes than Micho! 
did, at fetching home the Ark, and providin 
| a Reſting-place for it, This firſt Inſtance o 
bis Care for Religion, was the firſt Conſe. 
- the Throne; and the next was the Deſign of 
{ building a Temple, of which he fram'd fo ſtu- 


pendous a Plan, as would have diſcourag'd 


te Undertaking in any, but a Soul full of 


Zeal and fall of God. | Nevertheleſs out of the 


| Spoils of his Enemies, the Preſents of his 
Friends, his publick Revenue, his own and his 
Subjects Bounty, he was enabled, and liv'd 

to make 
make them in ſuch abundance, as if his Trea- 
ſures had not been digg'd out of the Bowels of 

the Earth, but that the Lord had open 


Provilions for that great Charge, to 


'd the 


Windows of Heaven, and rain'd. them down 


upon him. Add to this the entire Renavati- 


on and Re- eſtabliſhment of the State of Religi- 
ous Worſhip in that Nation, the regular 
- Diſtribution of near Forty Thouſand Lævites 
to miniſter about Holy Things; and above 
all David's q wn Compoſitions of ſo many 


Plalms and Hymns, which from that time be- 
came, and to this Day continue to be a princi- 


pal Part of che publick Liturgies of the Syna- 
80 guve. | . Al 


Y « 7 
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OT? — END 


"May we not alſo take into this Account Da 
oi s great Tenderneſs for Perſons ſtamp'd 
With a Sacred and Regal Character. Saul had 


perſecuted him with all Outrage, and after his 


Death his Son Iſobeſberh, mug d long 
. Wars with David; yet becauſe ons 


of them was, and the other was eſteem d to be 


the Lord's Anointed, he twice, with great Ve. 
neration, ſpard the Life of the former, and 8 
reveng d the Death of bot. 

Wbat has been 1aid, tho with great Diſad- 


vantage to ſo noble à Subject, may Suffice to | | 


ſhow; that Holy David was convinc'd both 
of the Need and Benefit of Strength and Sal- 
vation from Heaven; and that in the Courſe 


of his Life and Aceh he made good his Pro- 22 
feſſion in the Text, v. he reſoy cd _ "_ = 


glad . x 
And now the Taſrojites I — crave "es 


to draw from this Royal Example, will take uß 


the remaining Part of this Piſcourſe; of which 
the firſt ſhall be, and I may hope to make 


it in this Audience without 007; blame of Pre- 


fumption- 0 4 
That it is the Duty bf the grate Princes | 
to aſcribe unto the Strength and Salvation of 
God all the good Succeſs of their Government, 
and to make ſuch conſtant Returns of thankful Fs 


Joy, as may enſure the Continuance of thoſe 1 
Bleſſings. . | 3 1 


The 


The ſecond is, That it is the great Happi- 
neſs of a Nation to be under the Govern 


OP. 0 WW". WO "Og"  -  .- 


, ; G ; x 4 2 . 
- — | | — — 
ve 2 1 i f 0 N 3 N 6 4 : | . * i 
n ver ſary Sermon... 15 
N ; . * | A 1 3 Saane 8 1 0 5 


— _— — 


ment 
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| of Princes thus piouſſy diſpos l.. 
The firſt of theſe Inferences, namely, the 
Duty incumbent on Princes to imitate David's 
Example, has for its Foundation, as before has 


been hinted, the great Weiglit of the Regal 
Care, and the utter Inſufficiency. of mere hu- 
man Abilities in the Exerciſe of it. It would 
be but a very ſhort and imperfe& Account of 


this great and extenſive Task, to tell you, 
that the Glory of God is to be promoted, Juſtice 
a dminiſtred, Innocency protected, Vice ſup- 


preſs d, Induſtry encourag'd, Peace and Plen- 
ty provided for at home, Safety abroad; the 


Veneration due to Majeſty maintain d, the A- 
mity of Friends cultivated, and the Machina- 
tions of Enemies fruſtrated: Of all which 
Performances each preſent Age takes account, 
either to the Encreaſe or Diminution of Affe. 
Cion and Loyalty, and Poſterity with yet 
more freedom fixes laſting Marks of Honour 
or Blame upon the Memory of Princes; ſo 
that they become either Bleſſings or Blemiſhes, 
not only to the Times they live in, but to 


ſubſequent Ages. But the moſt important 
Conſidera tion of all is, that a Day is appoin- 


ted, wherein all theſe Matters will be ſcann'd 

and determin'd by an unerring Judge, who 
will render to every Man, and to every de- 
gree of Men, according to their Works, 


i Th e 


and According to the Fruit . et ry 


— 4194 who be -4 or labs is ſufficient for te 
things ? Surely not the Col — 


Fraud and Treachery, not the moſt reſim'd 
Arts of impoſing upon the World, not the 
Principles of boundleſs Ambition, exorbitant 
Pride, and infatiable Avarice : For theſe are 
but ſhort-liv'd Works of Darkneſs, and as ſoon 
as they are expos d to the Light and the Day, 
they ſpread Infection upon their Authors, 
blaſt their Reputation, ſupplant their Hopes, 
and render them as hateful to all, as they were 


; eſteem'd a ſure Preſage of Ruin and Misfor- 1 
tunes, when God is excluded out of the 
bong” of Princes; and inftead of his Srength, 


the E gps tian Reeds 'of ſinful Expedients are 4 
apply d to; Expedients, that may ſerve per- gane 


haps a preſent Turn, but render future Re- 
medies ſtill leſs and leſs effectual, and at 3 
laſt impracticable. And that this ſhou d be 1 
ſd, has not only its Reaſon in the Nature 


of the thing, but in the Juſtice of God, in 


order to vindicate his Supreme Domi. 


terrible to many. It may therefore juſtly be 0 | 


nion, and to cofivince the World, that his | 'T 


All-ſeeing Providence is concern d, that thi | 
Wicked be at laſt taken in their own Nes, an 


enſnar'd in the craft x * 18 that 2 have i 
imagined. 
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But on the other fide, not only in the 
Conduct of a private Life, but of Govern- 
ment alſo, - The Path of the Juſt ©2008 
% at the ſhining Light which ſhi- © E © 
Beth more und more unto the perfect Day. In the 
Ways of God every Difficulty in Govertt- 
meat furmounted, is a ſure Guide and Dire- 
tion for future Succeſs. Every virtuous Acti- 
yon has a direct Tendency to add 4 new Lu- 
tre and Support to the Throne, a new En- 
creaſe of Loyalty in Subjects, of AﬀeQion in 
Friends, and Terror in Enemies; and more 
than that, is a new Pledge of the Divine Fa- 
vour and Aſſiſtance. Juſtly therefore does So- 
onum adviſe, Commit thy Works unto I 
ele Lord, and thy Thoughts ſhall le 
Reftabliſk'd, Act upon ſuch Principles, by ſuch 
Means, and to ſich Eads as God approves, 
and then what is done, is his Work, and 
his never failing Promiſe and Veracity is en- 
gag d to crown it at laſt. with Succeſs here, 
be Wat leaſt with an eternal Weight of Glory 
FF —v Tor Ee LC) 
My ſecond Inference is, That tis the great 
Fappineſs of a Nation to be under the Govern- 
ment of Princes thus piouſly diſpos d. For = | 
natural Conſequence of it is, a Wile and Juſt 
Government, ſuch as ſecures Meas Rights, 
and protects their Innocency : The moral 
| Conſequence is, the Reformation of the 
World, the „ of ſuch * 
„ N and 
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tue faſhionable ; - and the Conſequence in Di- {Want 
vinity is, a juſt Expectation of the Bleſſings of » or 
Heaven; which oft-times are long indulg d to 
a ſinful Nation for the * of che Virtues chat 
Thine 1 in the Prince. 


themſelves from Deſtruction, but the Mercys| 


confine my ſelf to that of this aul q 7 
flowing Meaſures, - by a Piety. that has the 
ning almoſt in dark Places, | conſpicuouſly 2 


and eminently ſo, above thoſe, who are 


in an ardent Zeal for the Glory of God, in a | 
bountiful Proviſion tor his Miniſters 700 Ser- | 


0 practices, as render Vice odious; _ Vir. 


A 
clue 
Mei 
mk 


Shall 1 exemplify this in the laſtance offi 
Moſes who ſtood in the Gap, and more than 
once turn'd away the Wrath of Heaven from a 
ſtubborn Noble that had nothing to eren 


of God, and the Piety of their Governour "| 
Shall I ſeek for other Inſtances, or not rather 7 


Day, which illuſtrates this Truth in over- Fea 
unwiſh'd Advantage of being a Light 'ſhi- 
bright above what is found 6n- other Thrones; 
bleſt by its Influence, more than wor by” its 3 


Example. 4 
And to what elſe can we attribute the long 4 


train of Proſperities that have attended this Re 
happy Reign? Or what have we elſe to de- of 


pend on for their Continuance, but the Strength Pr 


and Salvation of the Lord, and that his Anoin- of 
ted / ej ces and is glad in them, and expreſſes 


that ſoy in all the Inſtances of Holy Devotion, ul 
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Di. Pants, and 'a pious Care to render their? 
s of Puty and ' juſt Authority plain, practica- 


d'toWÞle and inoffenſive, thoroughly ſuited 


that to the Holy Purpoſes of winning Souls to 


of Wherefore we may with Certainty con- 
han clude, that if in any Caſe the Lord reſtrain his 
ma Mercies to this Nation, if the Burden of a 
een long and expenſive War lie heavy upon it, 
rcys and the Hope of its ſpeedy and happy End 
ur ? have not yet been anſwer'd, the Cauſe of all 
her this has an Original entirely diſtin& from the 
ous Throne; and may, alaſs! be too eaſily ac- 
er · counted for from the enormous Impieties that 
the abound among us; of which a black and 
ſhi- diſmal Scene might be laid open, if they 
ifly were not more fit to be the Subject of our 
es: private and penitential Meditations, than to 
are be mix'd with the feſtival Solemnities of 
its Irhis Day; which it would be unjuſt and 
highly ungrateful to ſully and obſcure with 
ns any thing ominous, or to ſpend it in any 
his Reflections but thoſe of Thankfulneſs to God, 
de. of Veneration for Her Majeſty, and of devour 
:th Prayers for a long Series of the joy ful Returns 
JJ N 203 
les And therefore to the end that we, who (to 
2n, Jule the Orator's Expreſſions in As 24. bur 
a with juſter Application) have the Happineſs 
1. to participate in thoſe many worthy Deeds that are 
ts, done unto this Nation by her Providence whom 
= =. C2 ___ God 
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2 I be Biſbop.of BriftoF's 
God hath ſer over it, may nat be. altoge- | 


tber wanting to our Duty and apr ſelves, I . 


take leave to offer to Conſideration, . what 
our Returns ought to be for thele great 
Mercies. 15 1958 9 
And certainly with thankful Hearts we 


ought to adore the infinite Goodneſs of God, di 


in whoſe Hand are the Hearts of Kings, and 


1 has turn d that of our gracious Sovereign, ly 


ſp as to have our common Good as the Ob- oeug 
ject of all Her Deſires and Deſigns. We ſee Mt 
this daily in a tender Regard tor our Civil Wl 
Rights and Liberties, and the Preſervation in 
of our happy Conſtitution in all its Farts. 


We fee it in that Care that is employ'd. to 


ſecure to us and our Poſterity, in a Prote- Da 
ſtant Succeſſion, that Holy Religion, in the St. 
Communion whereof, and the fincere Practice . 


of its pure and uncorrupted Rules, we are 


fre of being enabled, by the Divine Grace, to ſp 
attain everlaſting Felicity in Heaven. We ſe 


it in the Extenſiveneſs of that Care, and the U 
pious Epdeavours that are us'd to propagate 


the true Knowledge of God among thoſe Nati» pv 
ons, that have hitherto laid in Darkneſs and in WM 


the Shadow of Death, and are now in a good 
way to have the Sun of Righteouſneſs ariſe upon || 
them with ating 6» bis Wings. We ſee a great i 
and ſignal Effect of it, in the viſible Growth 
of Eſteem and Reſpect for the Church of Ex- iſ 
2/ana among foreign Proteſtants ; and the For- i 
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- 8 wardnefs they expteſd to come nearer and 
I  vearer, to it, chat they may participate in 
the Benefits: of ſo Primitive a Conſtitution: 
E Wonder not at thole among us, that are not 
poſſeſsd with ſuch juſt and favourable. Senti, 
ments, but rather pity the inveterate Pręju- 
dd, dices that hinder them from diſcerning theſe 
d Beauties of Holineſs ; and till God be graciouf: 
ly -pleas'd to open their Eyes, which we 
d- ought daily and devautly to pray for, let it 
ice be ſome Conſolation to us, that our Church, 
Hike the Prophets, is not without Honour, ſave 


* „ 6 
2 — 

0 = 

* 

1 * 
1 a 
* . ' 
» 4 . 5 ” - [ 


—_— — K — 


* 


jon in its om Counm x. 
ts. If we but call to mind our great Anxieties 
to on many, both former and later Occaſions of 
Danger both to Church and State, and to uſe 
he St. Paul's Words, remember what 
ce IL arefulueſs it wrought in us, yea, © 
phat clearing of our ſelues, what Indignation, 


7 


2 Cor. 7. 11. 
hat Fear, whit vehement Deſire, what Teal, 
ſee has Revenge; we may thence take an Eſti- 
mate how valuable our former Deliverances 
Wave been, and how valuable the Care of 
Pur preſeat and future Safety ought to be ta 
od FF Or if we look abroad upon thoſe Scenes 
pon pt Horror that at this Day overſpread ſo 
cat MWreat a Part of Chriſtendom; what can we 
Pbſerve in many Countreys, but the full Vi- 
#- B's of Divine Wrath poured out upon them; 
or. h ſome the Ruins of War, or the Rage of 
| GÞ = Teiltl- 
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| Peſtilence - in others Religion erpos , Pro- 
perty invaded, Life and Liberty precarious; 
elſe where all that concerns either Soul or Bo- 
dy, as far as earthly Power can reach, well 7 
cted to the unguided Will of one, or the tu 
multuous Anarchy of man 7. 
That therefore it is not ſo with us, 250 
that it never may be ſo, let us think it our 9 
Duty to render unto God, as well the Sacri- i . 
fices of Praiſe and Thankſpivings, of Joy and 
Gladneſs for his paſt and preſent Bleſſings ; as 
alſo the Oblations of a Holy Obedience, as 
the beſt Means to ſecure his future Favours :| J 
This in God's gracious Intendment is the 
End for which we have hitherto been, and 
ſtill are delivered, and the only Foundation 
upon which we can hope that he will conti- 
nue to deliver us from our Enemies, and fen 
the Hands of all that hate uuns. 
And this is what we owe not only to God, 
dit to our Prince: It is but juſt that Her Ma- 3 
jeſty's Example ſhould engage our Imitati- 
on; that the Piety which ſhields, ſhould al- 
+ animate us; that Her tender and diſintere- 
ſted Concern for her People, ſhould revive in 
them the noble and generous Sentiments off 
publick Spirits, and render the Honour off 
being true Patriots, and of doing good to 
their Countrey, preferable to the ſordid De4 
fires of enriching themſelves by the Spoils olf 
the Fublick; — that may be incident 
ba 
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— {baſe Minds, but can never conſiſt either with | 


ro- true Honour or true Religion. 


But moſt, eſpecially thoſe that ate higheſt 
Win. Truſt, and of neareſt Approach to the 
Throne, ought to be warm'd as well as en- 
Hightned,: won as well as convinc'd; that by 
heir Conformity to the Pattern that is dai- 
iy before them, they may diffuſe the Bleſ- 
ing to ſuch as are at a greater Diſtance; 
Zwhich is the moſt uſeful Service, the beſt Re- 
urn of Duty and Gratitude that can be made, 
being a ſure Means to gain the Prince, both 
Ihe Affections of the People, and the Favour 
of God. . e | 
= On the other ſide, it is Solomon's Obſerva- 

ion, and I may therefore preſume to make 
t mine, and heartily preſs the Conſideration 
pf it, that the Vices of Courts are the Bane 
f Government, and in a manner the only 
Danger a good Prince needs to apprehend. 
For he ſays, Take away the Wicked , 
rom before the Ring, and his Throne 5 
gl be eſtabliſb d, as if nothing elſe could ſhake 
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Jo conclude, All of us pretend, and I hope 
Wave truly at Heart a loyal and dutiful Zeat 
r Her Majeſty's Honour and Service; and 
Wicrefore as we have a plain and certain way, 
o render that Zeal effectual ro all the good 
Purpoſes that can be in our View and Wiſh- 
„ What remains but that every one of us in 
« | OM our 
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